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and, as usual, himself took out the Shiraz carpet to
restore it to its box. As he lifted it up, however,
he noticed a dark patch at one end of the carpet.
He went nearer and found that a little bit of the
carpet was burnt. The Shah was smoking when
he gave the ring to Yusuf Khan and told him to
communicate an order to the Vazir. Just that
moment, he had placed the mouthpiece of the
hookah on the carpet. Yusuf Khan had gone up
carefully and removed the mouthpiece from the
carpet and placed it beyond; but what was this
now ? Some fire from the hookah should have
dropped on the carpet and burnt out quite a bit
of it. This patch was somewhere on the tail
portion of the design of the peacock in that corner.
The four peacocks were marvels of workmanship
and now one of the four was ruined. Whose was
this villainy ? Yusuf Khan trembled for fear and
anger.
Who could it be that had done this and what
should he do now to prevent further harm ? Yusuf
Khan looked round and through the doorways to
see who might be near. The place seemed
deserted. He made up his mind that there was
some conspiracy to ruin him and that, in the
interval between the Shah leaving the room and
his own return after communicating the Shah's